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it was obviously not the wisest strategy
for politicians. The time had come when
the political wing pointed out to these
reformers that, in order to make a case for
reform, they were exposing social evils in
a lurid light, and enabling anybody who
was hostile to India's political progress to
retort, " How can a country like that
be fit for self-government ? " Partly in
consequence of such persuasion, partly
because that particular type of Indian
public man (Gokhale, for instance, whom
I knew well and liked through every
difference on public affairs to the very last)
suddenly ceased to be produced, there was
an immense shifting of emphasis on to
politics. But this new political activity
was far from deriving no aid from the
intellectuals. As the result of the efforts of
two white women, Madame Blavatsky and
Mrs. Besant, and of Colonel Olcott (his
colonelcy was highly American), there had
been spread over intellectual India a
theosophic mist in which the past of
India, during some period which no